
One of the psalms that has helped me the most 
when thinking about worship and evangelism is 
Psalm 67.

Verse 1-2 are particularly powerful.

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make 
his face shine on us— 
so that your ways may be known on earth, your 
salvation among all nations.

That your ways may be known on earth, your 
salvation among all nations.

This instantly tells us that mission starts with 
God being gracious to us, blessing us and making 
his face shine upon us. It tells us that as we live 
transparently as ‘trophies of his grace,’ recipients 
of his blessing, that God will be known among all 
the peoples. The implication is that God is doing 
it. In Psalm 67, we don’t do anything. The only 
place we appear in the Psalm is as the subjects 
of God’s work. He extends grace to us . . . so that 
his ways are known.

And what does it look like when God is known? 
Worship – may the peoples praise you, may the 
nations be glad and sing for joy. And blessing 

– the land yields its harvest. And the rule of God – 
you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations 
of the earth. And wider world evangelisation 

– God will bless us and all the ends of the earth 
will fear him.

Now all this tells us something very critical about 
our task: it starts with what God is doing in our 
hearts. And it is sustained by his work in our 
hearts. Evangelists who don’t worship, well that is 
a contradiction in terms. Either we will wear out, 
or we will end up justifying our existence by our 
works. And that’s not right. We know that.

I spoke to one very gifted woman, who may be 
the most talented evangelist in the country where 
she serves. However, her language skills were 
still lacking. She said to me “I have been knocked 
down by realising that in a previous ministry, I 
justified my existence by writing to prayer sup-
porters telling them all the wonderful things God 
did through me and how busy I was. Now I can’t 
do any of that and it’s like there is no reason for 
my existence. Except now I am tempted to try to 
give myself value by telling myself that at least 
I went somewhere very hard that nobody else 
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he had built on the rock, when in fact he had 
built on sand. And yet nobody had noticed the 
difference because it happened in an enthusiastic, 
conservative evangelical environment. He hadn’t 
been discipled, but he’d lived with enough of a 
replica of discipleship that he’d convinced himself 
that he was fine. And this worked while the sun 
was shining. Until it wasn’t any more.

So, how goes it with your heart? Are you an 
unashamed worshipper? Do you have a heart 
captivated by the love and grace of God? The 
only evangelism that produces authentic, deep 
faith is that which is truly founded upon Christ. 
It’s evangelism which leads to a changed heart, 
one entranced by the gospel of God’s grace. 
Christ, then, is seen not only as the answer to 
people’s questions and needs, not only as their 
rescuer from Hell, but as the beautiful Lord, the 
bridegroom, the beloved who thrills their hearts 
and ours. The one who is worthy of our worship 
forever.

That kind of evangelism only comes from hearts 
that are captivated. We can present Christ as real 
and the gospel as true without being captivated, 
but we can’t present him as compelling. What we 
end up with is not missional disciples who have 
been swept away by his amazing grace, but peo-
ple who think they are believers merely because 
they have given mental assent to a set of facts 
they find incontrovertible.

How is your heart? What powers your evange-
lism? Do you delight yourself in the Lord each 
and every day? When life is tough, is the joy of 
the Lord the source of your strength? Perhaps 
for some of us, it’s time to look inward and ask 
ourselves what condition we find our hearts in.

Remember, we worship a God of love and grace. 
If we’ve lost our way, if we’ve replaced Christ 
with busyness and joy with ‘the right answers,’ 
God won’t abandon us. He is a deep well of for-
giveness, who has called us and simply desires 
that we enjoy him, are delighted in him each and 
every day. He is gracious and patient when we 
stray. He is worthy of our worship.

Let’s delight in him now. Together. Let’s worship.

wanted to go to.”

And then she burst into tears. The reality is she 
knows perfectly well that her identity and worth 
aren’t established by her successes or failures 
but by delighting in the Lord. Yet she was so 
tempted to find her value somewhere else. It’s so 
tempting to seek visible measures of success, isn’t 
it? If we can’t rack up conversions, then perhaps 
extreme busyness will be an adequate substitute. 
We know this is nonsense, because evangelism 
can then be delivered by a person whose heart 
doesn’t require God. And that is a contradiction 
in terms. We cannot say to the nations “come 
and be glad” when we’re not glad ourselves. We 
can’t say “praise him you peoples” unless we are 
people who praise him.

And we shouldn’t do evangelism in a way that is 
disconnected from grace-oriented discipleship. 
Believe it or not, it is possible to get people to 
say – and technically believe – the right things 
but without them being captivated by the Lord. 
This can even be a substitute for them being 
captivated. The Christian life doesn’t make any 
sense unless it is rooted in the joy of the Lord, 
each day being thrilled by God’s grace. Anything 
else is a poor, deceptive substitute.

I recently read an article by a man who explained 
how he lost his faith. It was a sad and thought-pro-
voking piece. He related how he had been an 
enthusiastic member of his university Christian 
Union, how he participated in CU outreach, 
learned cogent answers

to difficult questions, the whole nine yards. But 
when tragedy struck, he realised that he had been 
encouraged to make friends simply to win them. 
The answers he’d learned were far too brief and 
inadequate for his need in the midst of his pain. 
In his words, he discovered that his faith was 
brittle, and it snapped. He knew his Christian 
friends would say this showed he had never really 
been a Christian, but that didn’t make sense to 
him. He certainly believed that he had been a 
follower of Jesus. However, he concluded that 
what had looked good and sounded intellectually 
reasonable, didn’t work when the foundations 
were removed.
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